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As we enter the month of October, we closed out the month of September running at full speed.  We 
began this week on the heels of a successful CASE for Kids Out-of-School Conference which concluded last 
Saturday. The two-day conference gathered leading out-of-school time and expanded learning professionals 
in one location for a two-day journey that sparked deep conversations surrounding meeting the needs of 
students once the school day is over. It was an excellent event that was well-attended and showcased the 
strong partnerships we have with service providers who offer quality out-of-school programming. 

I spent most of this week in Austin attending two conferences. The Texas Association of Black School 
Educators (TABSE) Conference organizers asked me to participate in a Superintendent’s Think Tank session 
with education executives and leaders from all over the state of Texas. The TABSE Conference took place 
Wednesday and Thursday, and was immediately followed by the Texas Association of School Administrators 
(TASA)/Texas Association of School Boards (TASB) Conference. TASA/TASB runs today through the 
weekend.  This weekend, I will also attend the Texas Academic Decathlon Meeting (where I serve as the 
Treasurer)–which runs concurrently with TASA/TASB.  This week has been and the weekend will be fi lled 
with numerous professional development and networking opportunities. 

As I usually do on a weekly basis, I met with my Executive Leadership Team earlier this week prior to 
heading to Austin. The team remains laser-beam focused on improving program quality and effi ciency in 
operations at all levels. Our synergy allows us to continue to create value, deliver opportunity, and provide 
service to our stakeholders across Harris County. 

Meanwhile, our programs continue to fulfi ll our mission in meeting the needs of our clients through more 
innovative professional development opportunities. To that end, an emphasis was placed on science this 
week through several workshops including Great Explorations in Math and Science (GEMS) for teachers 
of Gifted and Talented students. We also hosted Argumentation in the Science Classroom and Cracking 
Up:  Plate Tectonics and the Structure of the Earth. Probably most signifi cantly, we hosted a preparation 
course for the Science Reasoning Exam entitled, “Experience! Experiment! Excite!”  Other workshops held 
this week were educator-based in the areas of instruction and communication, while our Adult Education 
division hosted a citizenship preparation workshop. 

I am pleased to inform you that an article appeared in the Bellaire, River Oaks, and West University Examiner 
that brought, to the forefront, the action you took during the last Board Meeting. The article discusses how 
your vote saved taxpayers money by lowering the tax rate and collecting no more tax revenue. This article 
highlighted your exceptional stewardship on behalf of Harris County taxpayers. 

In closing, please know that I will return to the offi ce Monday. I hope you enjoy this issue of The Connector
and I hope you have relaxing weekend. Thanks for your service to HCDE. 
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