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It’s been a busy week here at HCDE. As you know, the week is compressed due to Good Friday. HCDE will be closed tomorrow. 
Budget meetings commenced this week and will continue throughout the month of April. The Budget Committee met Monday 
afternoon, and divisions began presenting their proposed FY2015-2016 budgets to members of the committee yesterday. 

On Monday evening, I had the opportunity to participate in a radio interview with Larry Payne, host of Interchange, on 
KCOH/1230AM. It was a live, in-studio interview where Larry Payne and I discussed HCDE, and listeners were invited to call in 
to inquire about HCDE’s programs and services. This interview offered great community exposure for the Department. It was 
an interesting segment and I was featured alongside another guest representing a lecture series currently underway at Rice 
University. The panel exchanged useful dialogue about HCDE, and it was an honor to discuss our distinguished organization 
through such a public medium. To that end, yesterday afternoon, I participated in a television interview that will be broadcasted 
on Dialogue Houston, a Houston Community College television (HCC-TV) production, also hosted by Larry Payne. I will apprise 
you of the television air date once it becomes available.

,�FRQWLQXHG�P\�LQLWLDWLYH�WRZDUG�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�YDOXDEOH�UDSSRUW�ZLWK�+DUULV�&RXQW\�DUHD�VFKRRO�GLVWULFW�RI´FLDOV��,�KDG�WKH�SOHDVXUH�
of meeting with the superintendent of Cypress-Fairbanks ISD earlier this week, and I look forward to networking with the vice-
president of Galena Park’s School Board later today.

To update you, as a result of my meeting on last Thursday with Andrea White and other members of the Houston Chronicle 
Editorial Board, I am pleased to bring to your attention an editorial in today’s Houston Chronicle. The editorial discusses HCDE’s 
VLJQL´FDQFH�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�FRPPXQLW\��,�KRSH�\RX�KDYH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�UHDG�WKH�ZHOO�ZULWWHQ�SLHFH�WKDW�VSHDNV�WR�+&'(­V�
incredible value to Harris County area school districts.  I will continue to build relationships in the city and across the county from 
which HCDE can gain equity.  You may read today’s editorial by visiting the following url:  
http://www.chron.com/opinion/editorials/article/School-support-6173487.php

Please be reminded of our upcoming Board Training that will take place on next Wednesday, April 8 at 1:00 p.m. As I mentioned 
last week, please remember to prepare your personal mission statement as it relates to the Department to be shared during that 
training session. Also, the regularly scheduled April Board Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 21 at 1:00 p.m. I look forward to 
seeing you at both upcoming meetings.  

In closing, I hope you enjoy this issue of the Connector and I wish you and yours a very Happy Easter weekend!
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aDVanCing 
teaChing anD 
learning by 
training the trainer

trainings hosted at 
hCDe this week

Online Instructor’s Training 
- Part III

03.30

Child Care, summer Camp, afterschool Providers learn 
about free resources for school-age students at 
opportunity fair

Educators of school-age children in child 

care, summer camp, and afterschool 

program locations attended the CASE for 

Kids Opportunity Fair held Friday, March 27. 

Event attendees learned about free activities 

and materials, funding for out-of-school time 

activities, program quality assistance, and 

training and scholarships now available to 

them from CASE for Kids. They also had the 

opportunity to 

meet with out-

of-school time 

vendors. 

|

+&'(�3ULQFLSDO�&HUWL´FDWLRQ�
Academy Information 
Meeting

03.30 |

Math Institute - Aligning the 

Pre-K Guidelines to the New 

TEKS (Gr Pre-K and K)

03.26 |

Revving Review for STAAR 
Success in 5th Grade 
Science

03.30 |

revving review for staar success in 5th grade science

50 educators attended our ‘Revving Review for STAAR 

Success in 5th Grade Science’ workshop held March 30 

at HCDE. Those attending gained strategies for STAAR 

that are easy to implement and help their students peak 

their 5th grade test scores. The workshop was hosted 

by HCDE Director of Science Curriculum Lisa Felske and 

presented by Tobi McMillam of s3strategies. This was a 

sold-out workshop, with multiple attendees expressing gratitude for HCDE providing 

the opportunity to attend.

save the Date: geD graduation

Please save the date for the HCDE Adult Education GED Graduation held Saturday, May 

9, at 11 a.m. in the HCDE Conference Center. Students are working exceptionally hard 

GXH�WR�DQ�RYHUKDXO�RI�WKH�*('�ZKLFK�KDV�PDGH�WKH�HTXLYDOHQF\�WHVW�PRUH�GLI´FXOW�DQG�

expensive.

$OWHUQDWLYH�&HUWL´FDWLRQ�6WDII�5HFUXLW�3RWHQWLDO�7HDFKHUV�
at Job fair

$OWHUQDWLYH�&HUWL´FDWLRQ�VWDII�UHFUXLWHG�SRWHQWLDO�FDQGLGDWHV�

IRU�WKH�+&'(�7HDFKHU�$OWHUQDWLYH�&HUWL´FDWLRQ�3URJUDP�DW�WKH�

RecruitMilitary Job Fair on March 26. RecruitMilitary hosts job fairs 

throughout the country and boasts 700,000 users, and 900,000 

jobs nationwide.  Approximately 900 people attended the job fair 

in Houston. Staffers Jonett Miniel and Amy Thompson represented 

HCDE. 

Revving Review for STAAR 
Success in Biology

03.31 |

iPAD Palooza: Using iPADs 
in the classroom with your 
ELLs

03.31 |

Balanced Literacy: 4-Part 
Online Course (24 credits)

04.01 |

Teaching Methods for 
Diverse Learners:

04.01 |

Classroom Management: 
Online Course

04.01 |

Revving Review for STAAR 
Success in 8th Grade 
Science

04.01 |

$WWHQGDQFH�2I´FHU­V�6KDUH�
Session

04.02 |
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25 harris County 
sChool DistriCts

aldine
alief

Channelview
Clear Creek

Crosby
Cy-fair
Dayton

Deer Park
galena Park
goose Creek

houston
huffman
humble

katy
klein

la Porte
new Caney
Pasadena
Pearland
sheldon
spring

spring Branch
stafford
tomball
waller

harris County 
sChool DistriCt 

highlight

Spring ISD is engaging the 
community using “YourVoice,” an 
online and interactive community 
survey portal. The YourVoice page 
facilitates two-way communication 
and community feedback and 
improves transparency. Register --> 
http://www.springisd.org/default.
aspx?name=yourvoice

Community ConneCtions

hCDe’s Zatopek Provides leadership expertise through 
Consortium of state organizations for texas teacher 
education

$OWHUQDWLYH�&HUWL´FDWLRQ�'LUHFWRU�/LGLD�=DWRSHN�DWWHQGHG�WKH�0DUFK����ERDUG�PHHWLQJ�
for the Consortium of State Organizations for Texas Teacher Education in Austin, 
7H[DV��7KH�FRQVRUWLXP�LV�D�QRQSUR´W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�FRQWLQXDO�VXSSRUW�
DQG�UH´QHPHQW�RI�SUHSDUDWLRQ�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�SURJUDPV�IRU�FHUWL´FDWHG�VFKRRO�
SHUVRQQHO�LQ�7H[DV��$V�D�ERDUG�PHPEHU��=DWRSHN�DVVLVWV�LQ�RUJDQL]LQJ�DQQXDO�WHDFKHU�
conferences and meetings focused on common issues, problems and opportunities 
related to teacher preparation.  

$OWHUQDWLYH�&HUWL´FDWLRQ�'LUHFWRU�=DWRSHN�WR�6HUYH�RQ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������
tea texas equity Plan stakeholders group

$OWHUQDWLYH�&HUWL´FDWLRQ�'LUHFWRU�/LGLD�=DWRSHN�ZDV�LQYLWHG�E\�7H[DV�(GXFDWLRQ�
Agency on behalf of the Commissioner of Education Michael Williams to assist in 
GHYHORSLQJ�WKH�7H[DV�(TXLW\�3ODQ��=DWRSHN�LV�SDUW�RI�D�JURXS�RI�
21 superintendents, district human resource leaders, education 
preparation directors, principals and teachers to help develop a 
plan for Texas to ensure equitable access to excellent educators 
for all students, or the Texas Equity Plan.

The initial practitioner’s stakeholder group met March 26-27 at the Southwest 
Educational Development Laboratory (SEDL) headquarters in Austin. The meeting 
helped identify “root causes of equity gaps in access to high-quality educators by 
poor and minority children.” It also provided input on meaningful strategies to address 
HTXLW\�JDSV��=DWRSHN�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�VHUYH�RQ�WKH�FRPPLWWHH�DV�WKH�SODQ�LV�GHYHORSHG��
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upcoming 
Board events:

april Board meeting
tuesday, april 21, 2015
1:00 p.m.

Board training

wednesday, 

april 8, 2015

1:00 p.m.
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