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6th  Grade 

Words in English 
Palabras en Español

arm

brazo 

A

artesian well 

pozo artesiano 

abiotic

abiótico

artificial selection     
selección artificial     

above

sobre 

ask 

preguntar 

absence 

ausencia 

asteroid

asteroide

acceleration 

aceleración 

asteroid belt 

cinturón de asteroide 

acid

ácido

asthenosphere 

astenosfera 

action force 

fuerza de acción 

atmosphere

atmósfera 

activity

actividad

atom

átomo

aerobic

aeróbico 

autotroph

autotrófico 

affect

afectar

average

promedio 

after

después de 

axis

eje

agar

agar/agar-agar (polisacárido) 
B

air conditioner 

aire acondicionado 

bacteria

bacteria 

air density 

densidad de aire 

balance

equilibrio

air mass 

masa de aire 

balance (instrument) 
balanza

air pressure 

presión atmosférica 

balance v. 

poner en equilibrio 

allele

alele

balanced force 

fuerza equilibrada 

altitude

altitud

bar graph 

gráfica/o de barras 

amount

cantidad

basalt

basalto

anaerobic

anaerobio/anaeróbico 

base

base

analysis 

análisis 

beaker 

vaso de precipitado 

analyze 

analizar 

before

antes de 

animal

animal

below

debajo de 

animal cell 

célula animal 

biodegradable 

biodegradable 

answer n. 

Respuesta

biomass

biomasa

answer v. 

responder / contestar 

biomass power plant 
central eléctrica de biomasa 

approximate (adj.) 
aproximado /a 

biosphere

biosfera 

approximately 

aproximadamente 

biotic

biótico

aquarium

acuario 

blizzard

ventisca

aquatic

acuático

body tube 

tubo de cuerpo 

aquifer

acuífero

boil v. 

hervir 
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Introduction An English language learner arriving to a new country has to face many challenges: 

having to communicate in a new language, having to learn a new culture which involves 

new customs, new people, new relationships, and having to try to succeed linguistically 

and academically through a second language, in a new school system, is not an easy task.  

Some English language learners enter U.S. schools with a strong academic background 

acquired in their first or native language that may equal or surpass that of their grade-

level peers in their country. Other, however, may arrive in the United States with little or 

no school preparation.
Research has evidenced that educators need to be aware that conversational and academic 

aspects of second language proficiency need to be distinguished. Failure to distinguish 

these two dimensions of second language proficiency might result in utilizing 

pedagogical approaches and assessment tools that underestimate students’ academic 

potential, by prematurely assessing those academic skills that require more time to 

develop to appropriate levels. Evidence has showed that for English language learners 

academically at risk, strong promotion of native language proficiency represents and 

effective way to developing a conceptual and academic base for acquiring English 

proficiency needed to succeed in school.  

One of the most important findings in the education of English language learners is that 

skills and knowledge learned in the native language transfer to a second language through 

a common underlying proficiency and interdependency.  Educators should build on what 

students already know in their native language to teach new skills, concepts, and 

strategies in the second language. Transfer is a constant process of making phonological, 

lexical, grammatical, and semantic connections between the first and the second 

language.  However, English language learners need to develop both second language 

skills and native language skills to make transfer possible.   

When teaching science, the introduction and development of academic vocabulary and 

concepts are essential to take students from concrete language to abstract reasoning.  To 

make this transition, English language learners will try to use all affective, cognitive and 

metacognitive skills and resources they have in their repertoire to internalize such 

concepts.
With that in mind, we have developed three volumes of science terms in English and 

Spanish that are commonly used in our classrooms.  The purpose of these glossaries is to 

assist educators and students in the process of teaching, learning, and transferring science 

vocabulary.

Goggles Lentes/Anteojos

Beaker Vaso de Precipitado
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Volume III: High School

Microscope Microscopio


